where, as Tobias Abse put it, 'the Christian Democrats made the history, the Communists made the compromise'.
1 Perry Anderson has put it differently: 'After 1948, the spoils of the Liberation were divided. Power fell to the DC; culture to the PCI. Christian Democracy controlled the levers of the state, Communism attracted the talents of civil society.' 2 Yet while the PCI was, as Anderson observes, enormously successful in polarising Italian intellectual life around itself, it nevertheless failed to translate this into political power at the national level and remained in opposition for 40 years. The evolution from communism to social democracy was more or less complete by 1989 and as Donald Sassoon pointed out, 'to all intents and purposes, the PCI had become a mainstream social-democratic party before the collapse of the Berlin Wall'.
3 At its Twentieth Congress in February 1991, this process was institutionalised and the PCI relaunched itself as a new party -the Democratic Party of the Left (Partito Democratico della Sinistra; PDS), politically orientated towards the Socialist International. This change, as Newell and Bull have observed, was the PCI's 'final renunciation of the desire to achieve any change, however mild, of a structural or irreversible kind, and a removal of any ambiguity surrounding the "anti-system" orientation of the main party of the left'. 4 Presumably it hoped that it would now be acceptable as a party of government.
A minority of the delegates opposed this social democratisation of the PCI, and from these opponents -around the orthodox communist Armando Cossutta -came the call to set up the Movement for Communist Refoundation (MRC). This broad grouping, founded with the sole purpose of forming a new communist party, had around 150,000 supporters, including orthodox pro-Soviet communists around Cossutta, militant younger activists who had been supporters of the more radical wing of the PCI under the influence of Pietro Ingrao as well as the Magri and Castellini current in the PCI. Magri and Castellini had been members of the new left Partito di Unita Proletaria (PDUP), founded in 1972, which after a number of twists and turns had merged into the PCI in 1984.
In May 1991, the MRC held a conference which elected a leadership, with Sergio Garavini as national secretary and Cossutta as president, and embarked on the process of forming a party -the Party of Communist Refoundation (PRC) -describing itself in its statutes as 'a free political organisation of the working class . . . of all those
